Editorial
This issue of Health Education & Behavior (HE&B) marks the beginning of my sixth year as Editor-in-Chief. Since becoming HE&B's chief editor 5 years ago, I believe we have made great strides to advance the scope and impact of the journal. First, I have worked with SAGE Publications and an outstanding editorial team throughout the last 5 years to institutionalize several important changes at the journal. Beginning in 2011, we introduced new style and format changes, including a redesigned cover, a new layout for articles, a modern trim size, and other features that have improved the journal's appearance and readability (see Allegrante, 2011) . We also moved seamlessly to ScholarOne's Manuscript Central, HE&B's online submission portal, where our team of associate editors, reviewers, and authors use the SAGE Track editorial management system to process manuscript submissions; and we established an online and social media presence to extend the reach of the journal through Facebook, Twitter, and an improved website. Additionally, as part of the changes we have made to manuscript submission policies, HE&B has introduced reporting standards for all relevant submissions, including the CONSORT, TREND, and PRISMA guidelines. I believe the changes have strengthened the quality and relevance of the journal for our members and others for whom the journal has become a definitive source of applied behavioral and social science in health and research-based evidence for the practice of health education.
Second, equally important, I have worked throughout the past 5 years with the SOPHE Board of Trustees, the Publications Committee, and the editorial team to expand, diversify, and internationalize our Editorial Board. HE&B's Editorial Board now includes some 30 prominent public health scientists and health education scholars from just about every corner of the globe, four of whom hold membership in the National Academy of Medicine (formerly the Institute of Medicine). And the editorial team-whose roster of scholars since 2011 has included Associate Editors Ana Abraido-Lanza (Columbia University), Jose Bauermeister (University of Michigan), Jay Bernhardt (University of Texas, Austin), Maria Fernandez (University of Texas, Houston), Antoinette Schoenthaler (New York University), and Bruce Simons-Morton (NIH), and Editorial Managers Amanda Schnitzer and Debbie Gordon-Messer, and which currently includes Associate Editors Derek Griffith (Vanderbilt University), Adam Knowlden (University of Alabama), Lisa Lieberman (Montclair State University), Lucy Popova (University of California, San Francisco), and Rachel Shelton (Columbia University)-remains strong and constitutes a superb team of colleagues, all professionals who are among the best with whom I have ever collaborated.
Third, since 2011, we have developed and published several supplement issues and theme sections that have been devoted to in-depth treatment of topics of critical importance and that have advanced the state-of-the-science of the field. These have included eight theme issues (including a two-part series on diet and physical activity; sexuality, relationships, and HIV prevention; global progress in core competencies; new media for health education; adolescent health; cancer and cancer screening; intimate partner violence; and Latino health); three funded supplements and associated podcasts (on systems science applications, healthy aging, and policy and environmental approaches), along with a fourth funded supplement on noncommunicable diseases in Africa and the global south (which will appear in April 2016); and an anthology published posthumously that was devoted to the life and work of Noreen Clark, who served as Editor of HE&B for a decade. In addition, many of these and other issues of the journal have contained editorials and commentaries that have engaged readers and stimulated dialogue from the field about the science and scholarship that we publish. As a consequence of these efforts, which stand as a testament to the quality and relevance of the work of the authors we have published, the journal's Impact Factor has steadily increased over the past 4 years. HE&B now ranks 28th among the 147 journals in the Public, Environmental and Occupational Health category, with a 2014 Journal Citation Reports® Impact Factor of 2.229 and a 5-year Impact Factor of 2.620 (Thomson Reuters, 2015) . However, while the metric of Impact Factor is important, HE&B continues to prize practice and policy impact as much as academic citation impact.
With this issue and the coming volume year, HE&B seeks once again to raise the bar. This year, our 43rd since HE&B began as a publication known as Health Education Monographs, we will introduce several new elements that will serve to further define the journal in the years ahead. First, building on the success of the HE&B April 2015 supplement issue, "The Evidence for Policy and Environmental Approaches to Promoting Health," Lisa Lieberman, a former member of our Editorial Board, will now serve as the Associate Editor in charge of a new section of the journal that will be dedicated exclusively to both solicited and unsolicited articles that address policy, environmental, and structural approaches to improving population health. Our vision for this new section is to make HE&B the number-one place to publish health promotion science that reports studies of the evidence supporting such approaches to improving health. Published articles will include both commentaries and original reports that address or demonstrate the influence of such approaches on health outcomes or health status, the extent to which a particular approach reduces disparities, or solutions to specific evaluation challenges in measuring policy, environmental, and structural change. To launch the new section, readers will find in this issue Vera Scholmerich and Ichiro Kawachi's (2016) provocative commentary, "Translating the Socio-Ecological Perspective into Multilevel Interventions: Gaps Between Theory and Practice."
Next, HE&B will begin publishing an occasional section called "In Memoriam" in which the lives and legacies of a generation of recently passed leaders will be celebrated. In Memoriam pieces will comprise one-page memorial epitaphs dedicated to SOPHE Past Presidents and Distinguished Fellows who have passed away. Each memorial will carry a brief biographical citation that will be invited from one or more colleagues who are well acquainted with the life and contributions of the deceased member, along with a blackand-white photo. In Memoriam pieces will begin appearing in the April issue of the journal. Furthermore, with a national presidential election year as backdrop, I am pleased that HE&B will publish a series of essays contributed by former SOPHE Distinguished and Honorary Fellows and others whose government service experiences at the highest levels we hope will inspire the next generation of students and young faculty members to pursue service in government. Thus, to inaugurate this yearlong series, this issue contains two wonderful perspectives: Dr. Howard Koh's (2016) reflections on navigating government service as a physician, as well as Dr. Lawrence Green's (2016) essay on the value of government service rotations as professional development in academic health education.
Finally, I am delighted to announce that Michelle Kegler of Emory University has joined the editorial team as Deputy Editor. Michelle is one of the nation's foremost experts in community participatory research and brings to the journal over 25 years of scholarship and experience in designing, implementing, and evaluating communitybased health promotion programs. She will be working closely with me and the editorial team in all aspects of journal policy and operations. Once again, I am indebted to our editorial board and the editorial team with whom I have the great privilege and pleasure to work, for their editorial perspicacity and the generous and thoughtful support and deep intellectual engagement each continues to provide me in the work of editing this journal, and for the energy and enthusiasm each puts into making HE&B the signature journal it is today.
